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   Author:  Joshua  Date: 1400 B.C.

Joshua, the first of the twelve historical books of the Old Testament (Joshua—Esther), forges a 
bridge between the Books of  Moses (Torah, Pentateuch) and the remainder of Israel’s history. 
Through three major military campaigns, the Israelites learn a crucial lesson under Joshua’s 
leadership:  Victory comes through faith in God and obedience to His word, rather than through 
numerical or military superiority. 

The theme is underscored by the name of the book itself. Joshua’s name, Yehoshua in Hebrew, 
means “Yahweh is Salvation,” is symbolic of the fact that although he is the leader of Israel 
during the conquest, the LORD is the Conqueror. The other major theme of  this book is the 
faithfulness of God.

Just as Exodus is the story of  God leading His people out of Egypt, so Joshua is the story of 
God leading His people into the Promised Land. In spite of  the sometimes faithless-ness of the 
people, God would be faithful and deliver the descendants of Abraham into the covenant land to 
take root and grow. 

Key verses: “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses 
gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you 
go” (Joshua 1:7).  “And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you 
will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods 
of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord” (Joshua 24:15).

      Joshua Outline

I. The Occupation of the Promised Land (Chs. 1-12)
A. Preparations for Crossing the Jordan (Ch. 1)
B. The Spies at Jericho (Ch.2)
C. Crossing the Jordan (3:1—5:1)
D. Ceremonies at Gilgal (5:2-12)
E. The Conquest of Jericho (5:13—6:27)
F. The Campaign at Ai (7:1—8:29)
G. The Confirmation of the Covenant at Shechem (8:30-35)
H. The Treaty with the Gibeonites (Ch. 9)
I. The Southern Campaign (Ch. 10)
J. The Northern Campaign (Ch. 11)
K. Summary of the Conquests (Ch.12) 

II. The Settlement of the Promised Land (Chs. 13—24)
A. The Lands Yet to Be Possessed (13:1-7)
B. The Allotment of the Land (13:8—19:51)
C. The Cities of Refuge (Chs. 14, 15)
D. The Levitical Cities (Ch. 21)
E. The Altar East of Jordan (Ch.22)
F. Joshua’s Farewell Address to the Leaders of Israel (Ch. 23)
G. Joshua’s Farewell Address to the People of Israel (24:1-15)
H. The Covenant Renewed at Shechem (24:16-28)
I. The Death of Joshua (24:29-33)




