
The Angel of the LORD

An appearance of the Angel of  the LORD in the Old Testament, is often the pre-incarnate Lord 
Jesus Christ. This is called a theophany or Christophany by theologians. The Bible clearly 
teaches that Jesus, the Second Person of  the Trinity, has been God since the beginning.  (See 
John 1:13, 14-18; Colossians 1:15-20; Hebrews 1:11-3.) A study of the passages in which the 
Angel of the LORD is mentioned makes it clear that He is God:

When the Angel of the LORD appeared to Hagar, she recognized that she was in the presence 
of God; she referred to Him as ‘the-God-Who-Sees” (Gen. 16:13). 

Speaking to Abraham on Mount Moriah, the Angel of the LORD identified Himself  as “the 
LORD” (Hebrew YHWH or Jehovah; Gen. 22:1-18). 

Jacob heard the Angel introduce Himself  as the God of Bethel (Gen. 31:11-13). When Jacob 
struggled with the Angel, he struggled with God (Hosea 12:3,4).

When blessing Joseph, Israel (Jacob) used the names “God” and “the Angel” interchangeably 
(Gen. 48:15, 16). 

At the burning bush, it was “the Angel of  the LORD” who appeared (Ex. 3:2), but Moses “hid his 
face, for he was afraid to look upon God” (Ex. 3:6). 

The Lord who went before Israel in a pillar of  cloud (Ex. 13:21) was none other than “the Angel 
of God” (Ex. 14:19). 

The Angel of the LORD spoke to the people in Judges 2:1-5 reminding them of His covenant 
with the Israelites.

Gideon feared that he would die because, in seeing the Angel of  the LORD, he had seen God 
(Judges 6:22,23). 

The Angel of  the LORD told Manoah  that His name was Wonderful (Judges 13:18), one of the 
names of God (Isa. 9:6).  (Manoah was the father of Samson; Judges 13)

These are convincing proofs that when the Angel of  the LORD is referred to in the Old 
Testament, the reference is to Deity.  Here are four arguments to support this:

1. The Second Person of the Trinity, Jesus Christ, is the Visible God of the New 
Testament. (John 14:7)

2. The Angel of  LORD of  the Old Testament No Longer Appears after the Incarnation of 
Christ. 

3. Both the Angel of the LORD and Christ Are Sent by the Father. 
4. The Father and the Spirit are not visible to man.  John 1:18 tells us that no one has 

ever seen God, speaking of the Father.  The Holy Spirit has the attribute of 
immateriality. 

 As the Angel of  the LORD, Christ is distinguished from other angels in that He is 
uncreated. The words translated Angel in both Testaments mean “messenger”; He is the 
Messenger of the LORD. 


