
A Few Reasons Why the Innocent Suffer (from the New Testament)

To equip us to comfort others – 2 Corinthians 1: “3Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4who comforts us in 
all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves 
have received from God.

To manifest the life of Christ -  2 Corinthians 4: 8We are hard pressed on every side, but 
not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, 
but not destroyed. 10We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life 
of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11For we who are alive are always being given 
over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body.

To earn heavenly rewards – 2 Corinthians 5: 10For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done 
while in the body, whether good or bad.

To become stronger in Christ – 2 Corinthians 12: 9But he said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s  power may rest on me. 10That is why, 
for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in 
difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

To reveal the works of God – John 9: 1As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 
2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?” 3“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that 
the work of God might be displayed in his life.

To be perfected or made complete – Hebrews 2:10 In bringing many sons to glory, it 
was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the 
author of their salvation perfect through suffering.

To learn obedience – Hebrews 5:8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience from 
what he suffered.

To produce patience and perseverance – James 1: 2Consider it pure joy, my brothers, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3because you know that the testing of your faith 
develops perseverance. 4Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and 
complete, not lacking anything.

To bless us – James 5: 11As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. 
You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. 
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

To develop our faith – 1 Peter 1: 6In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while 
you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7These have come so that your faith—
of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved 
genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.





Sources of Suffering Who is responsible? Who is affected? Needed response

My own sin I am myself and others repentance/confession

Others’ sin Person who sinned & 
others who allowed the 
sin

those who sinned & 
others

Active resistance to the sinful 
behavior, while loving the 
sinner

Avoidable physical (or 
natural) disaster

Persons who ignore the 
facts or refuse to take 
precautions

Most of those exposed to 
the cause

Prevent them if possible; be 
prepared if they can’t be 
prevented.

Unavoidable physical 
(or natural) disaster

God, Satan Most of those present Ongoing trust in God’s 
faithfulness

Subject/Reference in Job How Jesus is the Answer

We need someone to help us approach God. (Job 9:23-24) 1 Timothy 2:5

Is there life after death?  (Job 14:14) John 11:25

There is one in heaven working on our behalf (Job 16:19) Hebrews 9:24

There is one who can save us from judgment. (Job 19:25) Hebrews 7:24-25

What is important in life?  (Job 21:7-15) Matthew 16:26; John 3:16

Where do we find God?  (Job 23:3-5) John 14:9 

Suffering is helpful when: Suffering is harmful when:

We turn to God for understanding, endurance and 
deliverance

We become hardened and reject God

We take time to think and are ready to learn from a 
trustworthy God.

We refuse to learn and miss any lessons that might be 
good for us. We reject that God can bring good out of 
calamity.

It prepares us to identify with and comfort others who 
suffer.

We allow it to make us self-centered and selfish.

We are open to being helped by others who are 
obeying God.

We withdraw from the help others can give.

We can identify with what Christ suffered on the cross 
for us.

We accuse God of being unjust and perhaps lead 
others to reject him.

We are sensitized to the suffering in the world. We refuse to be open to any changes in our lives.
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