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Three of the most famous stories in the Bible are recorded in the book of Daniel: Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-Nego in the fiery furnace, the handwriting on the wall, and Daniel in the 
lion’s den. The book is a mystery to many people as the dreams, visions, and their 
interpretations are somewhat difficult to understand and often debated. Daniel presents a 
comprehensive sweep of prophetic history. After an introductory chapter in Hebrew, Daniel 
switches to the Aramaic language in chapters 2 – 7 to describe the future course of the gentile 
world powers. Then in chapters 8 – 12, Daniel reverts to Hebrew to survey the future of the 
Jewish nation under foreign domination. 


The name “Daniel” means “God is my Judge,” and the book is named after the author and 
principal character. Daniel was a Jewish youth of noble birth who was carried off to Babylon in 
the first captivity under Nebuchadnezzar in 605 B.C.  He became a member of the Babylonian 
royal service early in his captivity and spent most of his career as a government official under 
four different kings. Nebuchadnezzar’s successor seem to have given Daniel less prominence, 
but after Babylon was conquered by the Persians, Daniel achieved considerable importance 
again under King Darius. 


Daniel’s life is characterized by faith, prayer, conviction, consistency, and courage.


Theme:               

The theme of God’s sovereign control in the affairs of individuals and of world history clearly 
emerges and provides comfort to the Jews whose nation was destroyed by the Babylonians. 
Daniel gives hope to the future church, as well. World powers come and go, but God will 
establish His kingdom through His redeemed people forever.


Key verses: “Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, for wisdom and might are His, and 
He changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings and raises up kings; He gives 
wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding.  He reveals deep and 
secret things; He knows what is in the darkness, and light dwells with Him.”  (2:20-22)


OUTLINE


I. The Personal History and Dedication of Daniel (Ch. 1)

II. Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream of the Great Image (Ch. 2)

III. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego and the Fiery Furnace (Ch. 3)

IV. Nebuchadnezzar’s Vision of a Great Tree (Ch. 4)

V. Belshazzar’s Feast and the Handwriting on the Wall (Ch. 5)

VI. Daniel in the Lion’s Den (Ch. 6)

VII. Daniel’s Vision of the Four Beasts (Ch. 7)

VIII. Daniel’s Vision of the Ram, the Goat, and the Little Horn (Ch.8)

IX. Daniel’s Prayer and Vision of the Seventy Weeks (Ch. 9)

X. Daniel’s Vision of Israel’s Future (Chs. 10 – 12)










