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Reasons Why the Innocent Suffer 

To equip us to comfort others – 2 Corinthians 1: “3Praise be to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4who comforts us in all 
our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have 
received from God. 

To earn heavenly rewards – 2 Corinthians 5: 10For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, 
whether good or bad.


To become stronger in Christ – 2 Corinthians 12: 9But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly 
about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10That is why, for Christ’s sake, I 
delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong. 

To reveal the works of God – John 9: 1As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His 
disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
3“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the work of 
God might be displayed in his life. 

To be perfected or made complete – Hebrews 2:10 In bringing many sons to glory, it was 
fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their 
salvation perfect through suffering. 

To learn obedience – Hebrews 5:8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he 
suffered. 

To produce patience and perseverance – James 1: 2Consider it pure joy, my brothers, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3because you know that the testing of your faith 
develops perseverance. 4Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and 
complete, not lacking anything. 

To bless us – James 5: 11As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. You 
have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord 
is full of compassion and mercy. 

To develop our faith – 1 Peter 1: 6In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you 
may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7These have come so that your faith—of greater 
worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may 
result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 

To prepare us for heaven - 2 Corinthians 4:16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though 
outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light 
and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  

Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright © 2011


