
ISAIAH

Author:  Isaiah                   Date: 740 – 680 B. C.

Isaiah has often been called “the prince of prophets” because of the majestic sweep of his book 
and the powerful way he depicts the themes of  justice and redemption, culminating in the great 
prophecies of the Messiah. The book of  Isaiah is like a miniature Bible. The first thirty-nine 
chapters are filled with judgment upon immoral and idolatrous people, but the final twenty-seven 
chapters declare a message of hope and consolation.  

Isaiah prophesied in Judah (the Southern Kingdom) during the reigns of  Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, 
and Hezekiah. This well-educated prophet was evidently from a distinguished, upper-class 
Jewish family. Isaiah apparently maintained close contact with the royal court, but his 
exhortations against alliances with foreign powers were not always well received. His wife was a 
prophetess, and he had at least two sons. He spent most of his life in Jerusalem, and Jewish 
tradition says that his persecutors sawed him in two during the reign of the evil king Manasseh. 

Of  all the books in the Old Testament, only the Psalms contain a larger number of  messianic 
prophecies than Isaiah. Isaiah sets forth every aspect of  the glory and ministry of  Christ. Isaiah 
is mentioned or quoted over 50 times in the New Testament.

Theme: The basic theme is found in Isaiah’s name which means, “The LORD (Yahweh) is 
Salvation.” Isaiah stressed 1) Salvation by faith, 2) the holiness of God and the need for ethical 
living, 3) human sin and divine judgment, and 4) the assurance of  redemption for a repentant 
remnant. 

Key Verses: “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson they shall become like 
wool.” (1:18, ESV)
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” (7:14, ESV)                                          “For to us a child 
is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be on his shoulder; and his name shall 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (9:6, ESV)                                                                               
“He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; upon him  was the 
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.” (53:5, ESV)

OUTLINE

Part One:  Book of Judgment (Chapters 1—39)
                  I.   Judgment of Judah (Chapters 1—6)
                  II.  Judgments Against Israel and Assyria (Chapters 7—12)
                  III. Judgments Against Other Nations (Chapters 13—23)
                  IV. The Future Tribulation and Triumphs of the Kingdom (Chapters 24— 27)
                  V.  Judgment of Israel and Judah (woes and blessings)  (Chapters 28—35)
                  VI. Judgment of Assyria/Reign of Hezekiah (Chapters 36—39)
Part Two:  Book of Comfort (Chapters 40—66)
                  I.    Prophecies of Israel’s Deliverance (Chapters 40—48)
                  II.   The Salvation of the Servant/Messiah (Chapters 49—57)
                  III.  Prophecies of Israel’s Glorious Future (Chapters 58—66)
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