
EZEKIEL
 

Author:  Ezekiel                              Date: 593 – 570 B.C.

Ezekiel, whose name means “God Strengthens,” was a priest who was called to be a prophet of 
the Lord at age thirty. He had been carried to Babylon during the second Babylonian siege on 
Jerusalem in 597 B.C. God gives Ezekiel visions, prophecies, parables, signs and symbols to 
dramatize His message to His exiled people.  Ezekiel’s prophetic ministry shows a priestly 
emphasis in his concern with the temple, priesthood, sacrifices, and the glory of God manifested 
in the temple. He was privileged to have a number of visions from God, and he was careful and 
artistic in his presentation. Most scholars agree that this book is the result of Ezekiel’s 
encounters with the Almighty. The book contains four visions, twelve symbolic acts, and five 
messages in the form of parables.

Theme:  The total sovereignty of God is the main theme of  this book. At least 65 times, the 
phrase, “then they will know  that I am the Lord” appears in Ezekiel. God’s time for action had 
come. The divine judgment on Israel and the surrounding nations was at hand. The certainty of 
the regathering and restoring of Israel was also a major prophetic theme.

Key verses:  “I will  give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of 
stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.”  (36:26)

OUTLINE

I. The Call and Commission of Ezekiel (Chs. 1-3)
 A.  Ezekiel Sees the Glory of God and the Four Living Creatures (Ch. 1)
 B.  Ezekiel is Called and Commissioned to the Word of God (Chs. 2-3)
II.  Judgment against Judah and Jerusalem (Chs. 4-24)
 A.  Four Signs of the Coming Judgment (Chs. 4-5)
 B.  Two Messages of Coming Judgment (Chs. 6-7)
 C.  Four-Part Vision of Coming Judgment (Chs. 8-11)
 D.  Signs, Parables, and Messages of Judgment (Chs. 12-24)
III.   Judgment on the Gentiles (Chs. 25 – 32)
 A.  Judgment on Ammon, Moab, Edom, and Philistia (Ch. 25)
 B.  Judgment on Tyre and Sidon (Chs. 26-28)
 C.  Judgment on Egypt (Chs. 29-32)
IV.   The Restoration of Israel (Chs. 33 – 48)
 A.  The Return of Israel to the Land (Chs. 33 – 39)
 B.  The Restoration of Israel in the Kingdom (Chs. 40 – 48)

Application:  The pressures of everyday life can persuade us to focus on the here and now, 
and thus forget God.  That is why worship is so important.  Worship takes our eyes off our 
current worries, gives us a glimpse of God’s holiness, and allows us to look toward His future 
kingdom.  God’s presence makes everything glorious, and worship brings us into His presence.
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Ezekiel’s Description of the Cherubim – Chapters 1 & 10

Ezekiel describes 4 living creatures that he sees in a vision. These creatures surround the 
throne of God. (They are referred to as cherubim in chapter 10.) Each creature had 4 faces, 4 
wings, straight legs with hoofs like calves. Under their wings were human arms and hands.  
They moved about on wheels within wheels that were full of eyes – suggesting the omniscience 
of God. 

The four faces of Ezekiel 1 & 11 and Revelation 4 share symbolic characteristics  with the 
four Gospels:

Lion  Matthew  Written to the Jews to show  that Jesus was the Messiah. He was 
   from the tribe of Judah. The lion was the insignia of  that tribe. The 
   lion is the strongest of the wild animals, the king of the beasts. 
   The Jewish/Royal genealogy given in Matthew  begins with 
   Abraham and goes through the royal line to Joseph, Jesus’ father.

Ox Mark   Written to the Romans and focuses on Jesus as the Servant, 
   therefore, it contains no genealogy. Likewise, the ox is a 
   domesticated  b e a s t o f  b u r d e n t a k i n g o n t h e s e r v a n t 
   nature. 

Man Luke   Written to the Gentiles and focuses on Jesus as the Son of Man 
   by showing His humanity. The genealogy begins with the first 
   man, Adam and continues through the line of the tribe of Judah 
   through David and then his son, Nathan, and the bloodline down 
   through Mary’s line, mother of Jesus.

Eagle John  Written to all people everywhere and focuses on Jesus as deity, 
   the Divine Son of God. It gives the only genealogy that really 
   matters – God is the father, and Jesus is His only begotten Son. 
   The high-flying eagle  is the attribute that of John’s gospel that 
   serves as an emblem of lofty spiritual vision.

In the book of  Numbers, the Israelites are numbered tribe by tribe. Numbers 1:52 – “The 
children of Israel shall pitch their tents, everyone by his own camp, everyone by his own 
standard, according to their armies.” The Levites were to camp all around the tabernacle very 
close in and the other tribes to the north, south, east, and west. In Numbers 2, the census of the 
tribes and where they were to camp around the tabernacle were given. To the east of the 
tabernacle was the camp of  Judah, which included the tribes of Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun. 
Judah was the lead tribe of this camp and their standard/banner/insignia was the LION. 
To the south was the camp of Reuben with Simeon and Gad. The standard of Reuben was 
the MAN. To the west was the camp of Ephraim with the tribes of Manasseh and Benjamin. 
Ephraim was the lead tribe and their standard was the OX. To the north of the tabernacle, 
was to be the camp of Dan, which included the tribes of Dan, Asher and Naphtali. Dan was the 
lead tribe and his banner was that of an EAGLE.  

In Numbers 22, the pagan prophet, Balaam, looked down at the encampment from Mt. Peor, 
which was to the east of  the camp. As these tribes were all stationed very orderly according to 
God’s layout, they could have been encamped in the shape of a cross. Every time he tried to 
pronounce the curse, he gave a blessing instead. 
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