
END TIMES

“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only.
Matthew 24:36
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Explanation of Three Major Views

The study of future events is often called “eschatology,” from the Greek word 
eschatos, which means “last.” The  study of eschatology is the study of “the last 
things.” Millennium or millennial refer to  the thousand years reign referred to in 
Revelation chapter 20. 

The word “rapture” is Latin and means “to be caught up”. This comes from 1 
Thessalonians 4:17.  When will the Rapture take place?  There are many different 
views. Here are the main views:

I.  A-MILLENNIAL VIEW  – The  Second Coming of Christ is at the end of the 
Church Age and there is no earthly reign. Christ’s Millennial Reign (1000 year reign 
described in Revelation 20) is interpreted in an ideal or spiritual sense. The a-
millennial approach involves a  historic and/or symbolic view of Revelation as a  whole. 
The Rapture of the Church is concurrent with the Second Coming.

II. PRE-MILLENNIAL VIEW – There are  different views of this. One is classic or 
historical and the  other is futurist or dispensationalist. The Second Coming of Christ 
will occur before the Millennium. Some interpret Revelation 20 literally, that Christ 
will reign on earth a thousand years. Others believe  this is a symbolic number. Within 
this view there are several camps:
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 A. Pre-tribulation Rapture – The rapture of the church will occur before the 
7 year period of Tribulation begins.  (The Tribulation covers Revelation chapters 4-18 
and corresponds with Daniel 9:24-27 and Matthew 24. )  The rapture is  when 
believers are called up to meet Christ in the air.  Here are the main passages that 
describe the rapture:  1 Thess. 4:15For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, 
that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means 
precede those who are asleep. 16For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead 
in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall 
always be with the Lord. 18Therefore comfort one another with these words. 1Cor. 
15: 51Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 
52in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53For the 
perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 
54When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with 
immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been 
swallowed up in victory."  Those who believe the rapture will precede the Tribulation 
cite these verses:  1 Thess. 1:10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he 
raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come. 1 
Thess. 2:19 For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in 
the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? 1 Thess. 5:9 For God hath not 
appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ.  1 Thess. 
5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole 
spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Rev. 3:10 Because you have kept my word of patient endurance, I will keep 
you from the hour of trial which is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell 
upon the earth. Rev. 4:1 After this I  looked, and, behold, a door was opened in 
heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with 
me; which said, Come up here, and I will show you things which must be hereafter.

 B. Mid-tribulation Rapture – Views are almost identical to the Pre-
Tribulation Rapture except that the  belief is that the rapture  will occur 3 ½ years into 
the Tribulation period. The last trumpet of the Lord in 1 Corinthians 15:52 is the 
same as the 7th trumpet of Revelation 11:15, and that is sounded in the middle  of 
the Tribulation.
 C. Post-tribulation Rapture – The rapture of the church will occur at the 
end of the Tribulation followed immediately by the Second Coming of Christ.  
Preservation from the  wrath means supernatural protection while living at that time, 
not deliverance from the period. Saints are seen living on the earth during the 
Tribulation (Matthew 24:22).
 D. Partial Rapture – Only believers who are worthy will be raptured before 
the wrath of God is poured out. Those who have not been faithful will remain on the 
earth during the Tribulation. Believers are  required to be prepared in verses such as 
Hebrews 9:28.

III. POST-MILLENNIAL VIEW– The  Second Coming of Christ will come after the 
Millennium. God will use the church’s teaching to usher in a lengthy period of peace 
and righteousness before Christ’s return. The rapture  of the church is concurrent 
with the Second Coming.

In a nutshell, this is the view I  lean toward the Pre-tribulation/Pre-millennialist view 
of the end times. At some point in the future, the Rapture of the Church (believers 
in Christ) will take place.  (The bodies of the dead believers will rise to meet Christ 
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and their souls in the air.  This will be immediately followed by the believers who 
are alive rising to  meet Christ in the air.  This will take place in the twinkling of an 
eye.)  This will be followed by The Tribulation Period (7 years of the worst this 
earth has ever seen.  Three and a half years into this period, the Antichrist will claim 
to be the Messiah and demand to  be worshipped as God. At the end of the 7 years, 
Christ will return to the the earth with the angels and believers for a  battle against 
the unholy trinity (Satan, the Antichrist, and the  False Prophet).  The good guys win! 
Satan is thrown into the  bottomless pit for a  1000 years (the  millennium period) 
while Christ rules the earth.  At the  end of that period Satan is loosed for one  last 
battle which he loses and is cast into eternal hell.  A new heaven and a new earth 
are created.  We (believers) will walk the streets of gold and enjoy all that good stuff 
forevermore. 

God told us that He  does not want us to be ignorant of these things. We are told over 
and over to watch and be ready and to know the signs.  Are you ready?  None of 
us know exactly when these things will take place.  Also, keep this in mind, God 
could call you or me home today.  

There have been many debates in the history of the church over interpretations 
regarding the future. There are some aspects of Christ’s second coming which most 
all evangelicals agree. These are:

A. There will be a sudden, personal, visible, bodily return of Christ. In John 
14:3 (ESV), Jesus said, “I will come again and will take you to myself, that where 
I am, you may be also.” Immediately after Jesus ascended to heaven, two angels 
said to the  disciples, “This Jesus, who was taken up into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:11, ESV). This theme of 
Christ’s bodily return is mentioned repeatedly in the New Testament - Matt. 
24:44; 1 Thess. 4:16; Heb. 9:28; James 5:8; 2 Peter 3:10; 1 John 3:2; Rev. 
22:20. This is the dominant hope of the church. These verses predict a sudden 
return of Christ that will be  dramatic and visible. “He is coming with the clouds 
and every eye will see him,” (Rev. 1:7).

B. We should eagerly await Christ’s return. The response at the end of 
Revelation is “Come, Lord Jesus!” (Rev. 22:20). True Christianity trains us to “live 
self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed 
hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,” (Titus 
2:12-13). We are  told to “be ready” for Christ’s return (Matt. 24:44). That means 
to be faithfully obeying him  in the present, following him in whatever work he has 
called us to.

C. We do not know when he will return. Several passages tell us that we do not 
and cannot know the exact time when Christ will return. “Therefore you also must 
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect,” (Matt. 
24:44). “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour,” (Matt. 
25:13). 

D. Evangelicals agree on the final results of Christ’s return. Regardless of 
differences on the details, Christians who take the Bible as their final authority 
agree that the final and ultimate result of Christ’s return will be the judgment of 
unbelievers and the final reward of believers, and that believers will live with 
Christ in a  new heaven and new earth for all eternity. God, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit will reign and will be worshiped in a  never-ending kingdom with no 
more sin, death, sorrow or suffering.
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