
JOEL

Author: Joel               Date: unknown

Disaster struck the southern kingdom of Judah in the form of a cloud of  locusts. In a matter of 
hours, the fields were stripped bare. Joel seizes this occasion to proclaim God’s message. 
Although the locust plague has been a terrible judgment for sin, God’s future judgments during 
the day of the Lord will make that plague look pale in comparison. This book warns of 
approaching judgment, calls the people to repentance, and gives God’s people hope of the 
coming day of salvation that will follow repentance.

The name Joel (Yo’el) means “Yahweh is God,” a name appropriate to a book which 
emphasizes God’s sovereign work in history. The courses of  nature and nations are in His 
hands. God often uses nature to get the attention of people.

The book of Joel is often considered the most polished literary work among the prophetic 
writings. His careful and well-developed imagery, especially in describing the locust plague, 
along with the clear structure of the book support this claim. 

Many date this book at approximately 835 B.C. during the reign of King Joash. Others think it 
was written during the post-exilic time period. Regardless, the message is the same.

Theme: This brief book develops the crucial theme of the coming day of the Lord – a time of 
awesome judgment upon people and nations that have rebelled against God. But it is also a 
time of future blessing upon those who have trusted in Him. The theme of disaster runs 
throughout the book (locusts, plagues, famine, raging fires, invading armies, celestial 
phenomena), but promises of hope are woven in with the pronouncements of coming judgment. 

Key verses: “Now, therefore, says the Lord, ‘Turn to Me with all your heart, with fasting, with 
weeping, and with mourning.’ So rend your hearts, not your garments; Return to the LORD your 
God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness; and He relents from 
doing harm” (2:12-13). “And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the LORD 
shall be saved” (2:32a).

Outline

 I.   The Day of the Lord in Retrospect (Chapter 1)
  A.  The Past Day of the Locust (1:1-12)
  B.  The Past Day of the Drought (1:13-20)
     II.  The Day of the Lord in Prospect (Chapters 2 – 3)
  A.  The Imminent Day of the Lord (2:1-27)
  B.  The Ultimate Day of the Lord (2:28 – 3:21)

Application:  Those who call upon the name of the Lord will be saved. Those who turn to God 
will enjoy the blessings mentioned in Joel’s prophecy; those who don’t face destruction.
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AMOS 

Author:  Amos   Date:  760 -  750 B.C.

The book of Amos addresses the excessive pursuit of  luxury, self-indulgence, and oppression of 
the poor which characterized the period of prosperity and success in the northern kingdom of 
Israel under Jeroboam II. Hypocritical religious practices had replaced true worship, creating a 
false sense of security and a growing callousness to God’s disciplining hand. Amos saw  the 
corruption beneath the attractive surface and announced that the nation was rotten to the core. 
The book stands as an eloquent witness against those who subordinate human need and 
dignity to the pursuit of wealth and pleasure. 

The name Amos means “burden-bearer.” Amos lived up to his name by bearing up under his 
divinely given burden of  declaring judgment to rebellious Israel. From his rustic background at 
Tekoa, six miles south of  Bethlehem in the southern kingdom of Judah, Amos was called by God 
to go to the northern kingdom to be His spokesman.

Amos was not a professional prophet but a common man whose occupation was herding sheep 
and tending fruit. His vivid writing style and literary character of the book suggest he was 
educated. His moral sensibilities were shocked by the perversions of  Israel’s worship that he 
observed at Bethel, on of the great national shrines. This farmer-turned-prophet lashed out at 
sin unflinchingly, trying to visualize the nearness of God’s judgment and mobilize the people to 
repentance.

The book of Amos is basically a message of judgment against seven of Israel’s neighbors, 
including Judah, and upon Israel herself. Each nation is to be punished for specific offenses 
either against Israel or some other nation. This judgment on the nations teaches that God is a 
universal monarch and all nations must answer to Him. The preaching of Amos stresses the 
righteousness and justice of God.

Theme: God’s imminent judgment on Israel would not be a warning type punishment but an 
almost total destruction. God is the God of not only Israel, but of all nations, and the other sinful 
nations would also be judged.

Key verse: “But let justice run down like water, and righteousness like a mighty stream” (5:24).

OUTLINE

 I.     Introduction and Eight Judgments (Chapters 1 – 2)
 II.   Three Sermons of Judgment: Israel’s Present, Past, and Future (3:1 – 6:14)                  
 III.  The Five Visions of Judgment (7:1 – 9:10)
 IV.  The Five Promises of the Restoration of Israel (9:11-15)
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