
Welcome to Merry Ministries!
We are so glad that you have chosen to join our interdenominational  study of the Bible. We have prayed 
for you and we hope that this study of God’s Word will drawn you closer to Him.

Merry Ministries Highlights
As we start each new book of the Bible, we will have a new outline on the sign-in table. It might be helpful 
for you to keep these in a folder or binder.

There is no charge for the class. About once a year we pass the offering plate to cover all  our expenses 
and to donate some money back to the church. There is no obligation or pressure for you to give. (If you 
choose to give a check, please make it out to the church - SLFUMC and write Merry Ministries on the 
Memo line. Donations are tax deductible.)

Bible Study Information
Merry Ministries meets on Tuesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. and Wednesday mornings at 9:30 a.m. We 
follow FBISD school  holidays. If the schools are closed due to holidays or weather, so are we. The lesson 
is the same for Tuesday and Wednesday and you can switch classes if needed.  

The classes are followed by an optional small group time for brief discussion of the lesson, prayer 
requests and fellowship.  We encourage you to join a small group if you have time to stay after class.  
Childcare is available but we do need you to register your child in advance. Contact Elise Moss 
(elise@merryministries.com) for more information. 

Merry Ministries Communications
The primary way we communicate with our members about class information is through email. Please 
email  Mary Willis at mary@merryministries.com and ask to be added to Merry Ministries’ email list if you 
are not receiving emails from her. Anytime your email address changes, please let us know.

We also have a prayer request line. If you would like to receive prayer request emails concerning our 
group members and their families, please email  our prayer coordinator, Bebe Willert, at 
prayer@merryministries.com . Send Bebe your prayer requests and she will include them on the Merry 
Ministries email prayer chain.  

We also use social media to spread the Good News and info about Merry Ministries through Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, and Pinterest. If you are on any of these, please “like” and “follow” Merry Ministries.

Lessons Online 
If you miss a lesson, you can listen online at www.merryministries.com or download the lessons for free  
from www.iTunes.com. Our lessons are also videoed and are available on our website or vimeo.com. We 
have additional information and blogs on our website.  

Special Events
We have four special events each year for the purpose of fellowship and fun along with a special lesson. 
These events are: Friend Day, Christmas, Valentine’s Day, and End-of-Year Celebration.  At other times, 
we may have cookie fellowships.  

Our prayer is that we will be a blessing to you and that your relationship with God will  be strengthened as 
you grow in biblical knowledge. Please contact us if you have any questions or concerns. God bless you!

Mary Willis            Cintia Listenbee                  Kathy Huebner
Leader/Teacher           Tuesday Coordinator                           Wednesday Coordinator

281-491-1860           281-417-8966                   281-242-2150

mary@merryministries.com          cintia@merryministries.com                 kathy@merryministries.com 
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BIBLE OVERVIEW

The Bible is 66 books collected into one volume. In this volume there are two sections— the Old 
Testament (39 books) and the New Testament (27 books). The word testament means covenant. A 
covenant is an agreement, a contract, a solemn promise. The Old Testament tells how God made a 
covenant with Abraham and his descendants—the Hebrews (later called Israelites and then Jews). 
Everything in the Old Testament is an introduction to this old covenant or a record of how God kept his 
promise, but God’s people broke theirs. The Old Testament contains the Ten Commandments and other 
laws given to Moses for the people to live by.

A part of that promise was that God would one day send a Messiah, a Savior, a great leader for His 
people. The New Testament tells how God kept this most important part of his promise through Jesus 
Christ. God offers this new covenant to anyone who will  commit his/her life to God through accepting 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. The New Testament also tells how Jesus’ followers started the job of sharing 
the good news of Jesus with people throughout the world.

NEW TESTAMENT

THE GOSPELS: The Gospels of Jesus Christ According to Matthew, Mark, Luke and John tell us about 
the life of Jesus, yet they are not actual biographies. They say little about Jesus’ family life, his childhood, 
or his youth, and nothing is said about his physical  appearance. The Gospels concentrate almost entirely 
on the three years of Jesus’ ministry, but even there they do not give enough information to reconstruct a 
complete history of those years. Rather, attention is focused on the Person of Jesus and his teachings. All 
four Gospels climax with Jesus’ death and resurrection, and the events associated with them.

Matthew, Mark and Luke are called the Synoptic Gospels. Synoptic  means they view the life of Christ 
from a common perspective. These three Gospels agree closely in language, material, order of events, 
and sayings of Christ. The Gospel of John is different from the Synoptics in a number of ways. It tells 
more about Jesus’ early ministry in Judea and records long thematic discourses by Jesus rather than the 
typical shorter sayings of the Synoptics. John’s Gospel is more theological  in content. Each Gospel  was 
written to emphasize certain aspects of Jesus and his ministry.

Matthew: Written by a Jew primarily to a Jewish audience. Matthew emphasizes that Jesus is the true 
Messiah and the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies. He gives Jesus’ genealogy from Abraham 
through the line of Judah and on through David’s son Solomon (the royal line) to Joseph, the earthly 
father of Christ. Jesus is emphasized as Messiah/King.

Mark: This fast-moving account was written primarily to the Romans. Mark tells us more about the actions 
than the sayings of Jesus. He stresses the servitude of Christ and includes no genealogy. Jesus is 
emphasized as the Servant.

Luke: Written by a Gentile physician, the focus in this book is on Jesus’ humanity. Luke is writing primarily 
to a Gentile audience. Jesus is not only the Jewish Messiah but the Savior of the whole world. Luke gives 
the genealogy from his mother Mary’s father back through David’s son, Nathan, back through Judah, 
Abraham, and all the way back to the first man, Adam. Jesus is emphasized as the Son of Man who came 
to save all people.

John: Written to new Christians and searching non-Christians, it contains the most theological  reflection 
on the meaning of Jesus’ life and death. He gives a very short genealogy—God is the Father and Jesus is 
His Son. He stresses the work of Father, Son and Holy Spirit in accomplishing salvation. His emphasis is 
on the deity of Christ.

HISTORY

Acts: Luke provides a condensed history of the labors of the apostles and of the foundation of the 
Christian Church and an eyewitness account to the miraculous spread of the gospel from Jerusalem to 
Rome.

 www.merryministries.com, mary willis, 281.491.1860, mary@merryministries.com

http://www.merryministries.com
http://www.merryministries.com
mailto:mary@merryministries.com
mailto:mary@merryministries.com


THE LETTERS OR EPISTLES

Romans: A letter to the Romans by Paul to introduce himself before he comes there and to explain the 
doctrine of justification by faith.

1 Corinthians: Paul writes to the Corinthians identifying problems in the Corinthian church, offering 
solutions, and teaching believers how to live for Christ in a corrupt society.

2 Corinthians: Paul confirms his disciples in their faith, vindicates his own authority as an apostle, and 
refutes the false teachers in Corinth.

Galatians: Paul maintains that we are justified by faith, and not by works or rituals. He calls believers to 
faith and freedom in Christ.

Ephesians: Paul explains the power of divine grace and writes to strengthen the believers in Ephesus in 
their Christian faith by explaining the nature and purpose of the church.

Philippians: Paul sets forth the beauty of Christian kindness and to strengthen the believers by showing 
them that true joy comes from Jesus Christ alone.

Colossians: Paul warns his disciples against errors, and exhorts to certain duties. He presents Christ as 
having absolute supremacy and sole sufficiency.

1 Thessalonians: Paul exhorts his disciples to continue in the faith and in holy conversation. He assures 
them of Christ’s return.

2 Thessalonians: Paul corrects an error concerning the coming of Christ the second time.

1 Timothy: Paul writes to given encouragement and instruction to Timothy, a young leader. 

2 Timothy: Paul instructs Timothy in the duty of a pastor, and encourages him in the work of the ministry.

Titus: Paul encourages Titus in the performance of his ministerial duties.

Philemon: Paul makes an appeal to a converted master to forgive and receive a converted escaped 
slave with kindness.

Hebrews: The author maintains that the supreme Christ is the substance of the ceremonial law and that 
His once-for-all sacrifice is sufficient.

James: A treatise on the efficacy of faith united with good works.

1 Peter: Peter offers encouragement to suffering Christians. He exhorts them to live righteous, holy lives.

2 Peter: Peter warns of false teachers and exhorts them to grow in their faith and knowledge of Christ.

1 John: The Apostle John writes to reassure Christians in their faith and to counter false teachings. He 
exhorts them to Christian love and conduct.

2 John: John emphasizes the basics of following Christ—truth and love—and warns against false 
teachers

3 John: John writes a letter to Gaius, praising him for his hospitality. 

Jude: Jude writes warnings against deceivers.

Revelation: While in exile on the island of Patmos, God reveals to John the full identity of Jesus Christ 
and the future of the church. He gives warning and hope to believers.
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MATTHEW

Author:  Matthew                        Date: 55-60 A.D.

 The early church placed Matthew  first in the canon of the New  Testament not because it 
was written first, but because it serves as a bridge connecting the two Testaments as the 
promise and the fulfillment. This Gospel presents Jesus as the Promised Messiah, King and a 
legal descendant of David. Matthew  uses more Old Testament quotations and references than 
any other New  Testament book (129).  The author uses the terms fulfill or fulfilled 18 times and 
kingdom over 50 times in this book. Matthew  also emphasizes Jesus as an authoritative teacher 
and interpreter of the Law of Moses and of the will of God. 
 Matthew  (also known as Levi) wrote this book. Before becoming one of Jesus’ twelve 
apostles, Matthew  was a despised tax collector for the Roman government. His life was totally 
changed by this Man from Galilee. He wrote this Gospel to his fellow  Jews to prove that Jesus 
was the long awaited Messiah and to explain God’s kingdom. 
 Matthew  gives Jesus’ genealogy beginning with Abraham, the father of  the Jewish 
people. This genealogy is indispensable because it shows that Jesus is a legal descendant of 
David through the royal line. Without this, it would be impossible to prove that He is the 
Messiah-King of Israel. 
 In addition to recording the events surrounding the birth, ministry, death and resurrection 
of Jesus, Matthew  also records five of  Christ’s key discourses: 1) The Sermon on the Mount, 
which includes the Beatitudes and the Lord’s Prayer (chs. 5 - 7); 2) Instruction of the Disciples 
(ch. 10); 3) The Kingdom Parables (ch. 13); 4) Terms of Discipleship (ch. 18); and 5) The Olivet 
Discourse (chs. 24-25).  

Theme:  Jesus is the Messiah, the Eternal King.
Key verses:  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (28:19-20).

Outline

 I. Birth and Presentation of the Messiah-King (1:1 – 4:11)
    A.  Genealogy and Birth of the Messiah-King (1:1-25)
    B.  Wise Men, King Herod, the Escape to Egypt and Back (2:1-23)
    C.  Forerunner of the King, John the Baptist (3:1-12)
    D.  Baptism and Temptation of Jesus Christ (3:13 – 4:11)
           II. Message and Ministry of the Messiah-King (4:12 – 25:46)
    A.  Jesus Begins His Ministry (4:12-25)
    B.  Sermon on the Mount (5:1 – 7:29)
     C.  Jesus Performs Miracles (8:1 – 10:42)
    D.  Jesus Teaches about the Kingdom (11:1 – 13:52)
    E.  Rejection of Jesus and More Miracles and Teachings (13:53 – 20:34)
    F.  The Triumphal Entry of the Messiah-King (21:1-11)
    G.  Conflict with the Jewish Leaders (21:12 – 23:39)
    H.  The Olivet Discourse (24:1 – 25:46)
         III.  Death and Resurrection of the Messiah-King (26:1 – 28:20)
    A.  Plot to kill Jesus (26:1-5)
    B.  Anointing of Jesus (26:6-13)
    C.  The Lord’s Supper and Gethsemane (26:14-46)
    D.  Jesus Arrested and Tried (26:47 - 27:25)
    E.  Jesus is Crucified and Buried (27:26 – 27:66)
    F.  The Resurrection and Appearances to Others (28:1-17)
               G.  The Great Commission (28:18-20)
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MAJOR MESSIANIC PROPHECIES AND FULFILLMENTS IN MATTHEW

The Hebrew word misiah is translated “Messiah” or “anointed one” in the Old Testament. In the New 
Testament, which was originally written in Greek, the word christos means the same thing and is 
translated as Christ. In other words, Messiah and Christ mean the same thing. 

       Prophecy  Fulfillment    
 1. Messiah would be the seed of a woman  Genesis 3:15  Matt. 1:16

 2. He would be a descendant of Abraham  Gen. 12:3; 18:18 Matt. 1:1, 2

 3. He would be a descendant of Isaac   Gen. 17:19  Matt. 1:2

 4. He would be a descendant of Jacob                      Num. 24:17                     Matt. 1:2

 5. He would be from the tribe of Judah   Genesis 49:10  Matt. 1:2

 6. He would be a descendant of Jesse                      Isaiah 11:1-5;10             Matt. 1:5

 7. He would be of the lineage of David   2 Sam. 7:12-16    Matt. 1:1, 6

 8. He would be born of a virgin    Isaiah 7:14  Matt. 1:23
 
 9. He would be born in Bethlehem   Micah 5:2  Matt. 2:1-3

10. Prophecy of the star and kings   Num. 24:17; Is.60:3 Matt. 2:2-10 

11. He would be worshipped as king                           Ps. 2:6                           Matt. 2:2

12. He would be called out of Egypt   Hosea 11:1  Matt. 2:13-21

13. His birth would bring massacre of innocents               Jeremiah 31:15              Matt. 2:16-18

14. One to prepare the way for the Messiah  Isaiah 40:3; Ma. 3:1 Matt. 3:1-3

15. Spirit of God will rest up the Messiah   Isaiah 11:2; 42:1 Matt. 3:16

16. He would be from Nazareth of Galilee                        Isaiah 9:1-2                     Matt. 4:13-16

17. He would give sight to the blind, heal the  Isaiah 29:18; 35:5-6 
      sick, raise the dead, set captives free              Jeremiah 31:8-9             Matt. 4:12-21

18. He would have ministry by the Sea of Galilee  Isaiah 9:1,2; 42:6,7 Matt. 8 & 9

19. He would bare our sorrows and sickness  Is. 53:4-5  Matt. 10:41

20. He would be rejected by his people                            Jeremiah 12:6                 Matt. 13:54-57

21. He would be a great prophet                                       Deut. 18:15-19               Matt. 21:11

22. Jonah points to Messiah’s death & resurrection    Jonah 1:17; 2:10 Matt. 12:39-40

23. He would enter Jerusalem on a donkey  Zechariah 9:9  Matt. 21:1-10

24. He would come in the name of the Lord  Psalm 118:26  Matt. 21:9

25. He would be the rejected cornerstone                         Psalm 118:22                 Matt. 21:4
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      Prophecy  Fulfillment    

26. He would be rejected by His own people Is. 53:1, 3; Ps. 118:22 Matt. 26:3-4

27. He would be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver Zechariah 11:12  Matt. 26:14-15
       
28. He would be betrayed by a friend who Psalm 41:9  Matt. 26:16-24
      would eat His bread

29. He would be struck    Isaiah 50:6  Matt. 26:67

30. His disciples would scatter   Zech. 13:7  Matt. 26:31

31. Silver used to buy Potter’s Field  Zech. 11:12-13         Matt. 27:3-10

32. He would be tried and condemned  Isaiah 53:8  Matt. 27:12-14

33. He would be silent before His accusers Isaiah 53:7  Matt. 27:12-14

34. He would be beaten and spit on  Isaiah 50:6  Matt. 27:26, 30

35. He would be disfigured by cruelty  Isaiah 52:14  Matt. 27:27-30

36. He would suffer shame and reproach Psalm 69:19  Matt. 27:28-29

37. He would be mocked;                                     Ps. 22:7                         Matt. 27:29

38. He would be executed                           Ps. 22:14-18; Is. 53:5-7 Matt. 27:31-44

39. They cast lots for His garment                        Psalm 22:18                   Matt. 27:35

40. They would star and gloat at Him  Psalm 22:17  Matt. 27:36-37

41. He would suffer with criminals  Isaiah 53:12  Matt. 27:38

42. He would be given vinegar and gall   Psalm 69:12  Matt. 27:38

43. When they looked, they shook their heads Psalm 109:25  Matt. 27:39-40

44. He would be despised by people  Psalm 22:6  Matt. 27:39-44

45. Surrounded by enemies   Psalm 22:7, 8, 13 Matt. 27:39-44

46. He would make His grave with the rich Isaiah 53:9  Matt. 27:56-60

47. Darkness on the earth   Psalm 22:2  Matt. 27:45

48. He would feel forsaken   Psalm 22:1                     Matt. 27:46

49. He would be raised from the dead  Psalm 16:10  Matt. 28:1-10

50. Messiah would be for all nations  Is. 42:6; 60:3  Matt. 28:19-20
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